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From Erik & Ashleigh Hokom
Pure romance was the theme driving this beautiful Italian 
countryside inspired shoot. With the unique backdrop of 
Sunstone Villa in Santa Ynez, California, and an equally 
breathtaking Elizabeth Dye gown, provided the perfect 
inspiration behind these images styled and captured by 
Ashleigh and Erik Hokom. 

Sometimes you have the desire to create and be uninhibited. 
Everything about this shoot did exactly that. With a feeling 
like you have been swept away into the hills of Tuscany, the 
love and emotion that echoes in your heart carries through 
each breath you are there. Anyone who sees these 
photographs will want to jump straight in and pour a glass 
of wine. 

With the gorgeous olive trees and imported limestone placed 
on top of a vineyard, each delicate element of this shoots 
pops right out to see every petal and ruffle garnishing this 
shoot. Blushing Beauty and Bright Inc also provided a 
wonderful collaboration on our bride’s hair with the 
perfect mix of elegance and a floral comb that made this 
bride enamored at first site.
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DG: What was your inspiration for your 
latest seasonal collection?

ED: My new collection, Seven Wonders, is 
inspired by the breathtaking natural land-
scape of the Pacific Northwest. The dra-
matic beauty of this place forever restores 
and inspires me, and the shifting watercolor 
tints of the high desert in Spring were my 
color palette.

DG: When a bride visits your shop, what 
type of experience can she expect?

ED: I ask a lot of questions when working 
with a bride, so that I can have a sense 
of who she is and what story she would 
like her dress to tell. I believe that each 
bride deserves to wear a work of art that 
celebrates her unique beauty. My job as a 
designer is to listen to and interpret what 
I hear from the bride and bring it to life in 
the shape of a dress.

DG: Do you have any preparation advice 
for a bride prior to visiting you?

ED: There are a lot of choices to consider 
when shopping for a gown, so I recommend 
taking a quiet moment to “go inside.” How 
do you want to feel on that day? It’s easy 
to bombard yourself with shopping, social 
media browsing and brainstorming, but 
don’t lose sight of who you are as a person 
and what makes you feel beautiful. Trust 
your instincts.

DG: From a personal standpoint, what do 
you hope a bride feels when she puts on an 
Elizabeth Dye dress?

ED: I hope that she feels like *her* — that 
rather than chasing trends or trying to 
achieve some sort of impossible perfection, 
she feels effortlessly beautiful and ready to 
have the time of her life.

Continued on page 111...
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DG: In such a competitive market of cou-
ture fashion, how do you stay focused and 
true to yourself as an artist?

ED: I stay focused on my unique passions 
and perspective. I draw inspiration from 
sources that have nothing to do with fash-
ion — the natural world, travel, music, 
whatever gives me joy — so that my vision 
has as much light beaming through it as 
possible.

DG: Do you find it challenging to consis-
tently create new designs and if so, how do 
you approach these moments?

ED: The challenge is finding time to make 
all the designs I have on the drawing board! 
Every collection happens on a schedule, 
which means that some exciting ideas go 
unrealized, at least temporarily. Sometimes 
a brilliant design is waiting for the right 
fabric, or vice versa. My fantasy is to have 
all the time in the world to perfect every 
last idea.

DG: A bride can often feel overwhelmed 
with planning and trying her best to please 
everyone.  What guidance would you give 
her during this?

ED: She only needs to please one person, 
and that’s the girl in the mirror. I would 
advise her to be kind to herself, to tune out 
the noise, and to trust her own voice.

Thank you to Elizabeth Dye for taking the 
time to share her insights with our readers.

Visit Elizabeth Dye
elizabethdye.com  

elizabethdye.com
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